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a ruthless massacre of unbelievers. The author of the Gesta
was present when the city was won. He mentions the
elections of Godfrey and of the Patriarch, and he con-
cludes with the battle of Ascalon, in August 1099, when
an attempt on the "part of the Egyptians to regain lost
ground in Syria was foiled by the Franks. He probably1
finished his book towards the end of 1099, before the
deposition of Arnulf from the Patriarchate. He ends,
as he began, on a religious note, but the key has changed.
The hope, the single-minded faith, and the spiritual
exaltation of his opening chapters have grown dim
in the harsh experience of the realities of war. The
practical worldly element, always present in the book,2
is emphasized in the ease that followed the final effort.
His ' great joy' and thanksgiving after the victory of
Ascalon are for the material rewards of righteousness,
wheat and cheese, bread and oil, and' all good things '. Yet,
quite at the last, as he writes the accustomed doxology, his
vision clears, he turns from the earthly to the heavenly
Jerusalem, and adds to his usual formula the words -Dioat
omnis spiritus Amen?
1  Hagenmeyer, G.F., Einleit., pp. 17, 18.
2  Cf. c. ix.   The Crusaders encouraged each other at Dorylaeura
by saying : 'Estote . . . unanimes in fide Christ! et sanctae crucis
vexilli victoria, quia hodie omnes divites, si Deo placet, effect! eritis.'
a The Camden MS. which Bongars used ended, as he notes in his
preface, with the words ;  Explicit via bona.